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N the Figsr PART of this diſcourſe, while enumera- 
ting the mercies of God towards us, we have purſued the 
thoughts of a late Divine on the ſubject, and ſome of his ex- | 
preſſions have been adopted, but this, in the preſent caſe, is a 
matter of no ſignification; as this performance is ſent into the 
World at this alarming eriſis, with a view moſtly for the be- 


nefit and inſtruction of the lower orders of men. 


1 Ye ſevere critics, be ſo kind as to permit this ſmall compo- 
ſition to paſs quietly on its way, without moleſtation, as it is 
not, in any wiſe, deſerving of your attention, and as the 
Author has no wiſh to rank with the competitors for Liter- 

ary Talents, &c, His views, in the preſent afllicting ſtate of 

human affairs are very . 


* 14 


nefat "Ca ant him; mo his heard tus "wo" ted up : there- 


fore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and 


Feruſalem. II. caRON. CHAP. 32, „ 


Auer the whole claſs of Sins and of Vices 


that are at once both decried and practiſed in the 
worid. there is none more baie, more common, or more 
offenfive, than ingratitud e. —Ingratitude towards the 
Sup tente Benefactor. Ins: ratitude is the fin of Indi- 
viduals, of Families, of Churches, of Kingdoms, and 


even of all Mankind. 


Tae guilt of ingratitude lies heavy on the whole 
race of men: the guilt of ingratitude lies heavy, ex- 
tremely heavy, on the inhabitants of this lingdom at 
this awful and alarming moment, tho' alas but few of 
them, very few of them indeed, either ſec] or lament it. 

None of us can ſuppoſe we are in no danger of this 
ſin, when even the pious king Hezekiah did not eſcape 
tae infettion. In the memoirs of his life, ſo famous 
for Picty, zeal for reformation, victory over his ene- 
mies, glory and importance at home and abroad, this 


alas is recorded of! him, that he rendered not again to 


o® 
his BencfaQer, according to the benefit done unto him, 


for his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath 
upon him, and upon Judah, and Jeruſalem. | 

Many had been the bleſtngs of king Hezel :1ah's life: 
we will particularife two, reco:ded in this Chapter. 


The e had over- run a great part of the coun- 


try, and purpoſed to lay ſiege io Jeruſalem. Their 
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l bemous letter, to alarm and inti- 
midate hin people. But here ſtop, and ſee 
the efficacy TT ; czech, the prophet Ifaiab, 


amd other pF people it may be, among the Jews 
made their prayer the God of Heaven—the Supreme 
Ruler of the world. — and the Almighty diipoſer of all 
human events. Jehovah hears, and woiks a miracu- 
lous deliverance for them, He ſends out an Angel 
who deſtroyed in one night an hundred, four-ſcore and 
five thouſand Men tf. Sennacherib with the thin re- 
mains of his army, fled home, inglorious ; and his two 


deliverance as this, wrought by the | 
of God, was certainly a ſufficient reaſon for ardent— 

the moſt ardent gratitude. ETD 5 
Another deliverance followed upon this. Hezekiah was 
ſick unto death, but upon his prayer to God, he was 
recovered and fifteen years added to his life. This 
alſo was great cauſe of gratitude, and we find it 847 
| this 
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continually under two ſcourges, which other animels never ſeel; 
anxiety and liſtleſſneſs in appetence, which make him weary of 
himſelf. —He loves life and yet he knows that he muſt die. If he 
enjoys ſome tranſient good, for which he is thankful to Heaven, 
he ſuffers various evils, and is at laſt devoured by worms.—This 
knowledge 1s his fatal prerogative : other animals have it not. He 
feels it every moment, rankling and corroding in his breaſt, Yet 
he ſpends the tranſient moment of his exiſtence, in diffuſing the 
miſery that he ſuffers; in cutting the throats of his fellow-creatures 
for pay; in cheating and being cheated, in robbing and being rob- 
bed, in ſerving that he may command, and in repenting of all 
that he does. —Fhe bulk of mankind are nothing more than a croud 
of wretches, equally criminal and unfortunate, and the Globe con- 
tains rather carcaſes than men. I tremble upon a review of this 
dreadful picture to find that it implies a complaiut againſt Pro- 
viderice, and I bib that I had never been born. | 
Unhappy man !---Thou hadſt diſcernment ſufficient O Voltaire! 
to enable thee to behold the miſeries that are in the earth by rea- 
ſon of six, but with all thy Wiſdom, thy , Philoſophy, and thy 
Learning, thou couldſt not diſcern the happy means of eſcape there- 
from. Hadſt thou embraced the Goſpel as true; hadſt thou cait 
thy guilty Soul on the blood and merits of our crucified Redeem- 


er, and followed him in the regeneration here upon earth, then 


inſtead of dying a wretched death, and wiſhing, while m life, 
thou hadſt never been born, thou wouldſt have triumphed at that 
dread moment, and with the holy apoſtle St. Paul, have exclaimed, 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, thro' our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” | | 
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* 1 pind, but alas! in time, theſe 3 

5 f ide that odious, wicked, offenive 

Amper began to ariſe. Me indulged 
his vanity, in expoſing his treaſures to the Babylonian 
meſſengers. This pMe paſſed not without marks of the 
divine indignation, for we. are told, there was wrath 
upon him, and upon Judah, and Jeruſalem. 
As the crime was not peculiar to him, ſo neither is 
the puniſhment, Nations and individuals have ſuf- 
fered in this manner, from age to age; and under the 
guilt of it we and our country are at this awſul mo- 
ment languiſhing. 

In order that we may form ſome proper plats of 
our ingratitude towards Cod; we ſhall enumerate va- 
rious of his mercies beſtowed upon us, and expoſe the 
baſeneſs of unthankfulneſs under the reception of them. 

Mercy has poured in upon us on all ſides, and fol- 
lowed us from the firſt of our exiſtence to the preſent 
moment; rich repeated mercy. The bleſſing of a 
body wonderfully and fearfully made: complete in all 
its parts, and monſtrous in none. The bleſſing of an 
immortal Soul, preſcrved in the exerciſe of Reaſon for 
many years, capable of the noble, ſublime, and refined 
pleaſures of religion, and the everlaſting enjoyment of 
the great God, the ſupreme and eternal good. The 
bleſſing of a ſpacious world, thoroughly furniſhed for 
our accommodation, illumined with a ſplendid Sun, 
and an endleſs train of glittering Stars: the earth a-. 
dorned with trees, with vegetables, with various ſorts 
of grain and animals, for our ſupport and for our com- 
fort: and the rolling Ocean, a medium of trade, 
and a vaſt ſtore of fiſhes. The bleſſings of the early 
care of parents, to provide for us in our infant days and, 


to guide and reftrain us in the giddy years of rd 
| The 
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The bleſſing of health for months, for years. ihe 
pleſſing of raiment ſuited to the different ſeaſons of 
the year. The bleſfings of rain from Heaven, and 
fruitful ſeaſons, of Summer and Winter; of ſeed time 
and Harveſt; the viciſſlitude of night and day.—The 
ſweet repoſe of ſleep, and the enjoyment of our waking 
hours. The many bleſfings of ſociety; the molt en- 
dearing relations :—relations included in the tender 
name of huſband or wife, parent or child, brother or 
ſiſter. The bleſſings we may ſay of peace at preſent 
in our land. Bleſſings in every age of life, in child. 
hood and youth; in the meridian of our days, andin 
the decline of life. Bleſſings as numerous as our mo- 
ments, as long continued as our lives; for while we 


1 
Di 


have the air to breathe in, the earth to tread upon, or a 
drop of water to quench our thirſt, we are not left deſ- 


titute of bleſſings from God. 

Let us then acknowledge the light of the Sun, the 
breath that heaves our lungs, the glowing plenty that 
burits its way thro' the clods of earth; the water that 
bubbles in ſprings, that flows in rivers, or that rolls at 
large in the ocean; let us own that all theſe are the 
bounties of his hands, who ſupplies with good the va- 
rious ranks of beings high as the moſt exalted angel, 
low as the young ravens, or the gralſs of the field. 

The poſitive bleſſings we have enumerated have ſome 
of them been at times interrupted ; but the interrup- 
tion ſeemed only defigned to make way for ſome deti- 

verance, and to teach us fomeuſeful | 
likely to learn without it. 

Ihis very moment let us take a review of twenty or 
of ſixty years, and what a croud of deliverances rife 


upon us. Deliverances from the danger of childhood, 


by which ſome have Joſt their limbs, and ſome their 


lives. Deliverances from a variety of threatenings, 
| | particularly 


eſſon we were not 
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1 
larly Earthquakes. Deliverances from excru- 
cating pains, and from ſore diſeaſes. Deliverances 
from the gates of death, and from the mouth of the 
grave. When we have been in deep diſtreſs, and co- 
vered with awful and diſmal glooms, deliverance has 
dawned in the moſt ſeaſonable hour, and days of Joy 
have ſucceeded to nights of mourning. Our deli- 
verances indeed have been endleſs; we appear at this 
day ſo many monuments of delivering goodneſs. We 
have alſo ſhared in the deliverances wrought for our coun- 
try and nation, in former and in latter times. Deliver- 
ances from the plots and inſurrections of enemies abroad 
and traitors at home; deliverances from drought, and 
from the awful appearances of peſtilence and of famine. 
In theſe inſtances of deliverances, as well as in the 
former of poſitive bleſſings, let God be acknow ledg- 
ed as the original Efficient, whatever creatures be 
is pleaſed to make uſe of as his inſtruments. Fortni- 
tous accidents are under his direction, and neceſſary 
Cauſes are ſubject to his controul. Diſeaſes, famine, 
ſword, peſtilence and noiſome. beaſts are his ſervants, 
and his ſoldiers ; he ſends them out or recalls them as 
his ſovreign pleaſure directs to be meet. 
See the 14 Chapter of Ezekiel. Son of man when 
the land finneth againſt me by treſpaſſing gr:evoufly, 
then will I ftretch out my hand upon it, and will break 
the ſtaff of the bread thereof, and will lend F amine 
upon it ; and will cut off man and beaſt from it.—If I 
cauſe noiſome beaſts to paſs thro' the land, and they 
ſpoil it ſo that it be deſolate, that no man may paſs 
thro' the land becauſe of the beaſts. -Or if I bring a 
ſword upon that land; and ſay, ſword go through the 
land; ſo that I cut of man and beaſt from it.— Or if 
I ſend Peſtilence into that land: and pour out my fury 
upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and Ber 


* 
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How mueh more ſaith the Lord when I ſend my f 
ſore judgments upon Jeruſalem, the ſword, and the 
Famine, and the noiſome beaſts, and the Peſtilence.“ 
Four ſore judgments indeed! Now then, where is the 
benefactor to whom we are indebted like unto God? 
What a variety of bleſſings and of deliverances has Je- 
hovah the Supreme ruler of the World, made us the 
ſubjefts of; and what obligations of gratitude do ſuch 
favours lay upon us. | 2% 

Theſe are the cords of love, the bands of a many 
 Wherewith he would draw us to obedience. | 
Now then let us make the enquiry, what returns has 
this benefactor received from us for all this goodneſs? 
The diſcovery, which this enquiry will make may con- 
found us all; for we are all (tho' ſome more than others) 
_ guilty in this reſpect. | | 
Some there are that donot return to God the gratitude 
of a dog to his maſter. That brute animal that receives 
but crumbs at our hands, will welcome us home with 
a thouſand obliging motions. The dull Ox knows his 
owner, and the ſtupid aſs his maſter's crib, but O lamen- | 
table ſome there are who do not acknowledge the. 
agency of providence in theſe enjoyments, but make 2 
natural cauſes the author of all our good. ; 
Others there are who tho' orthodox in their faith, g 
yet are practical inſidels; thatis, while they acknowledge | 
the agency of providence in theſe things, live as if there. 
was no ſuch thing; live thoughtleſs of the divine be- 
nefactor for months, for years together and altogether 
diſobedient unto him. The very mercies he beſtows 
upon them, they abuſe to his diſhonor, by making 
them occaſions of ſin. | TS 
If one whom we have deeply obliged, ſhould prove 
ungrateful and uſe us ill how do we refent it. But it is 
altogether impoſlible that one man ſhould be ouilty of 
* 5 8 tre 


7 


— 


= 22 
98 4 


—ͤ——ẽ ͤ— — — 


— — 


— e reer 
Pp : 


= aA * — 
— — — 2 9 
- 


f 
9 
f 
| 
A 


oe AO NA Ao 


— PEE 


— . ALIAS IO RS 5; 17 HO >; 
1 


— 
* 


—ͤ[U— n —PV!bu j ß 9 2 2 2 — 
: 
v 


—— — 
- 
. 


miniſter to us; friends adviſe us, and Saints pray 
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ire ingratitude to another, as we are ouilty of to 
God; becauſe one man cannot poſſibly þe indebted to 
another in like manner as we are indebted to God. 


At the head of all this lands the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the jneftimable gift of God. God fo loved the world, 
as to give his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever believ- 
th in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

God ſent his Son into the World, not to condemn 
the . but that the World thro' him might be 
ad. - | 

The comforts of this life alone, would be a poor 
proviſion for creatures born to exift for ever, in ano- 
ther; for what are Sixty or Eighty years to Eternity. 
But in the unſearchable riches of Chriſt are contained 
the moſt ample proviſions for our immortal ſtate. 


| Jeſus Chriſt is ſo great a gift as draws all other gifts 
afterit: So argues the Apoſtle, He that {pared not his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all how ſhall he not 


with him alſo freely give us all things.” 


The purpoſes alſo for which he gave this gift, render 
it the more amazing; He gave him not only to rule us 
by his power, but to purchaſe us with his blood. = 

He gave him up to Death even the death of the 
crols: In conſequence of which, an economy of grace, 
a miniſtry of reconciliation, is ſet up in our guilty 
World. „„ | 
Various means are appointed, and many endeavours 


uſed to ſave miſerable and periſhing finners. For our 


Salvation Jeſus now intercedes in heaven at the 
riglit hand of God. For our Salvation the Holy 
Spirit ſtrives with us, conſcience teproves and admo- 
niſhes us; Providence draws us by bleſſings, and 
drives us by chaſtiſements innum erable; Angels 


for 
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pray for us. For this end Prayer, preaching, baptiſm 
and theLord's Supper are inſtituted For this cnd Hea- 
ven is furniſhed with many manſions ; the glittering 
gates open, and dart their {plendors from afar to attract 
our attention, and life and mortality, are brought 
to light by the goſpel ; for this purpoſe alſo Sinai 
thunders, and the diſmal regions of delpair roar, and 
belch forth ſulphurous flames, to warn a ſtupid world 
not to come into that place of torment. | | 

The ſtrong-holds of fin and Satan, in which, ſinners 
are held priſoners, are in kindneis attacked from all 
quarters: and thanks be to God, theſe efforts are not 
in vain, The Heavenly regions are faſt peopling with 

colonics from our guilty Globe; tho' we greatly fear 
not ſo faſt as the Land of Darkneſs. 

In theſe dregs of time, when iniquity abounds, 
and the love of ſome waxes cold, Jeſus is gaining 
many hearts, and ſaving many Souls, in the different 
apartments of che Church. 

Tho' many even in this place ſhould be left yet ſo 
much worth ſhall not want admirers; ſuch a Phy- 
ſician ſhall never want employ in our ſickly and dying 
World. On the contrary, he ſnall aſſuredly ſee of 
the travail of his Soul and be fatisfied, and the plea- 
{ure of the Lord {þall proſper in his hand. 

We then ere the ſabje&s of this adminiſtration of 
Grace; with us theſe means are uſed for our Salvation; 
to us Jeſus is offered as a Saviour, and heaven and 
earth are ſtriving to lodge us ſafe in his arms. 

It is but a ſmall part of mankind that enjoy theſe ad- 
vantages for a happy immortality. We live under the 
Golpel, while many ofthe Nations of the earth are ſunk 
in Heathen idolatry ; groaning under Popiſh tyranny ; 
ſeduced by Mahometan impoſture, or hardened in 
Jewilh inſidelity. And what obligations of gratitude 

B 2 reſult 


we 
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fault from ſuch favours. Men have obliged us, and 
we feel the obligation; but can men, can angels beſtow 
ſuch gifts upon us, as thoſe already mentioned? Pro- 
viſions for an Everlaſting ſtate; theſe are favours wor- 
thy of God; favours that beſpeak him God. Muſt he 
not then be the object of our Supreme Gratitude ?— 
and yet be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at this! How lit- 
tle gratitude does God receive from our World after 
all, | 
Do not many, in this awful day of rebuke and 
blaſphemy, ridicule and deſpife the Lord of Glory, 
and that Salvation which he has purchaſed with his 
Blood ? Do they not audaciously attempt to pluck the 
moſt brilliant Jewel from his ſplendid, and refulgent Di- 
ademandcaſtitdown in contempt to the earth, eyen his 
eternal power and God-head ? Witneſs thoſe horrid ex- 
Preſſions of a celebrated Divine and Philoſopher of 
the preſent day, who deliberately and ſolemnly declar- 
ed, that all the evils that ever exiſted, either in Church 
or State, originated from that one fGangle circumſtance, 
the acknowledging the Divinity and God-head of Jeſus 
. Chriſt ; and in conſequence of thisthat he would never 


_ © reſt till he had pulled down that Idol Chriſt from his 


throne. | But let this bold, heroic ſon of the Socinian 
Church take heed leſt that Idol Chriſt firft caſt him 
and his unhappy and deceived followers into the diſ- 
mal ſhades beneath.—the regions of woe and deſpaar, 
where not one ſingle drop of water will ever be vouch. 

ſafed them to cool their blaſphemous tongues. : 
e e 25 5 Again, 


1 What will theſe reſtleſs 3 theſe ſoaring minds, and theſe 
Philoſophic men be at? to what amazing lengths will they pro- 
ceed ? the pride of their: underſtanding is s0 inſufferably great, that 
they will ſcarcely deign to ſubmit even to Jehovah himſelf, 
hatever is propoſed to them as an object of Faith, which they are 
unable to comprehend with their ſhallow Reaſon, / they inſtant! 
ſpurn from themwith diſdain, and fully beingreſolv d that no bound 


Fa) 


Again do not many neglect the means of their Salva- 
tion. and reſiſt the kind efforts that are uſed, from all 
quarters to ſave them? O the load of ingratitude that 
lies at this moment upon us! It is aſſuredly, then, on 
account of our ingratitude to God; on account of our 
vile abuſe of his abundant mercies and goodneſs, to- 
_ gether with the large catalogue of other crimes, ſuch as 
luxury, diſſipation, effeminacy, oppreſſion, gaming, 


ſuicide, profanation of the ſabbath and Name of 


God,“ perjury, extravagance, pride, infidelity, and 
atheiſm, which we as a Nation, are at this time ſtained ' 
with toour eternal diſgrace, that Jehovah is ſo diſpleaſed 
with us, and to all human appearance, about ſo awful- 
ly to chaſtiſe and afflict us. 

| | For 
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ſhall be ſet to their reſearches, their preſumptuous and unhallow- 
ed thoughts, they are continually attempting to amaze and aſtoniſh 
mankind with their ſtrange and ridiculous productions, their fool- 
iſh reveries, in the propagation of which they take a very peculiar 
delight. Ceaſe then, O my Soul, from all ſuch men, and fubmit 
thyſelf to be taught of God. | | | | 


* The Chriſtian Sabbath, (ſays a late eminent Divine) is an in- 
eltimable privelege to the Church of Chriſt, It is a pledge of 
God's diſtinguiſhing love. It is a happy means of building us up 
in knowledge; of eſtabliſhing us in Faith; and preparing us for 
our everlaſting reſt.— Vet, is it not ſhamefully profaned in city 
and in country? What multitudes waſte it in idleneſs or ſquander it 
away in unedifying converſation ? making it by far the moſt uſelefs 
and contemptible day in the week. This they do, even tho' God 
ſtrictly charges, ſaying, Remember the Sabbath day, not barely to 
abſtain from your ordinary works, but to keep it holy, devoting it 
entirely to holy purpoſes, and religious exerciſes. This they do, 

even tho God Camby threatens, ſaying if ye will not hearken 

unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, then will I kindlea fire in your 

ates, and it ſhall devour the palaces in Jeruſalem, and it {hall not 
quenched. | | 

Is not the name of God, (ſays the ſame Divine) great, wonder- 
ful, and holy? ought it not to be uſed with the deepeſt veneration, 
and magnified above all things ? but is it not audaciouſly diſhona- 
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For our parts, then, we greatly fear, except a gene- 
ral Reformation ſhall take place among us, among all 
orders and degrees of men, that this land wil! ere tg, 
if we may be allowed the expreſſion ſwim in bod; 
for without all controverſy are they the fore judgments 
of God, that are now abroad in the Earch, by reaſon 
of the crying fins of the nations: ſuch as thofe already 
mentioned; and if this ſhould be the cate what a miſer- 
able what a wretched, what a deplorable and forlorn 
ſituation ſhall we be in. | 55 a 

Realize for a moment the horrid ſcene.Huſbands 
torn from' their wives now bathed in tears and over- 
whelmed in ſorrow inexpreſſible. Fathers ſnatched 
haſtily away from their infant offspring, never, never 
to behold the little innocents more. Young men in the 
bloom of life and the vigour of their days, for ever 
taken from their aged 48d decrepid parents, now left 
deſtitute of every earthly comfort, and almoſt all means 
of ſupport, faſt, haſtening, awidſt wrinkles and grey- 
hairs with ſorrow to the grave. Houſes plundered; . 
wives and daughters violated, cannons roaring, while 
ſhowers of red-bot balls iffue forth from their flaming 
mouths, amidſt ſcenes_of terror, of ſulphur, and ol 
ſmoke. Thouſands, and it may be tens of thouſands 
of our feilow mortals weltering in their blood, ſome 
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red, and impiouſly blaſphemed ? diſhongred by cuſtomary and wan- 
ton, blaſphemed by falſe and perfidious ſwearing ? Has not the 
moſt high God declared that he will in no wiſe hold ſuch daring 
wretches guiltleſs? yet, how do theſe daring wretches ſwarm, like 
the locuſts of ſociety, in our polluted land? O England, how is 
thy air tainted with this breath of the infernal Pit! How do thy 
ſtreets reſound, moſt horridly reſound, with this language of Hell! 
And will not the Almighty Lord make thee know, —know by bit- 
ter experience what that meaneth, which is ſpoken by his prophet, 
* Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth,” mourneth under afflict- 
ing vifitatzons and deſolating judgments. 5 Es 
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with their arms, and others with other limbs moſt diſ- 
mally torn from their mangled bodies, while ſhrieks 
upon ſhrieks fill the reſounding air with cries, the moſt 
pitiable and melancholy. Yea, already ſee the earth 
deluged in blood! —in the blood of man! Man once 
formed in the image of God, now imbruing his hands 
in the blood of his brother! let us then a moment 
pauſe and drop a tear. | 

O ye Prieſts and Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
for to you we cannot forbear to look in the preſent 
awful fituation of affairs, how will you anſwer itat the 
great day of God, if it ſhould be found that you have 
contributed much to that deluge of miſery, with which 
we are at preſent threatened, by reaſon of the modern 
doGrines, that many of you preach, and the unchrif- 
tian lives that too many of you live. 

At a moment then like this, when ſchiſms and divi- 
ſions abound in the earth, and the fore judgements 
of God hang over our guilty heads, permit me for 
once to adviſe you, by every thing facred and dear, to 
rouſe yourſelves from the bed of floth, and begin to 
conſider the great importance of your office, your mini- 
ſterial character, and your paſtoral care. O that the 
words of Jehovah to the Prophet Exekiel might now 
begin to link deep into each of our minds.—* Son of 
man TI have made thee a Watchman to the houſe of 
Iſrael, therefore hear the word at iny mouth, and give 
them warning from me. When I ſay tothe wicked, the 
drunkard, the ſwearer, the prophaner of my holy day; 
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Let it not be ſuppoſed that we here mean tb include the 
whole body of Clergymen ; on the contrary, we have the pleafure 
to know many, who are ſteadily engaged in preaching up the doc- 
trines of the Goſpel in their purity, tree from every adulteration, 
and whoſe lives are the moſt pious and exemplary; May it pleaſe 
Cod to increaſe the number, | | 
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Liar, the Thief, the Miſer; and the Debauchee, O 
wicked man thou ſhalt ſurely die.—If thou warn not 
the wicked man to forſake his wicked ways, he ſhall 
die in his iniquity but his blood will I require at thy 
hands.” | | | 
Let us hear alſo the words of Chriſt to Peter, Feed 
my ſheep, feed my lambs.' Let us liſten a moment 
to the exhortations of Paul to Timothy (his own ſon 
in the Goſpel) and to the Elders of the church of Ephe- 
ſus.— Take heed to thyſelf, ſays the venerable Apoſtle 
and to thy doctrine; continue in them, for in doing this 
thou ſhalt both savethyſelf, and them that hear thee.— 
Study to ſhew thyſelf approved, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing (to ſaints and ſinners) 
the Word of Truth. —Preach the Word; be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long: ſuffering and doctrine.“ And again, to the Elders 
of the Church of Epheſus, — Take heed unto your- 
ſelves and to all the Flock over the which the Holy 
SGhoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the Church of 
God which he hath purchaſed with his own blood.“ 
May we then lay the axe to the root of the tree, and 
preach up the doctrines of that excellent Church of 
which we are Miniſters, which we have ſolemnly en- 
gaged before both God and man to ſupport, and 
for the ſupport of which we receive our ſtated ſalaries. 
Let us inſiſt on the fall of man, as related by 
Moſes; the total depravity of human nature, as aſſert- 
ed in language the moſt clear and explicit, in the ar- 
ticles and Homilies of our Church, and the Spirituality 
of God's holy law; that it extends to the thoughts and 
emotions of the heart; that whoſoever looketh on a 
woman to luſt after her, falls under its condemning 
power, that no fleſh living ſhall be juſtified by its deeds, 
and that now it is become our Schoolmaſter to bring 
ed | | us 
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us to Chriſt. Then let us declare to our hearers, that 
free and full Salvation that is in Jeſus Chriſt, for periſh- 
ing ſinners, conſidered in the capacity of God- man. & 
Let us make known io them the great and fundamental 
doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, without the deeds of 
the Law, that Articulus ſtantis, vel cadentis Eccleſiæ, || as 
Luther affirms, fort heir ſteady and unſhaken adherence 
to which, 1n oppoſition to the ablurd doctrines taught by 
merit mongers in the Church of Rome, thoutands of 
pious Martyrs have ſhed their blood. T Let us explain 
to them alfo true Repentance, and the ablolute neceſ- 
tity of the ſacred influences of Divine grace to purify 
and renew them; to cleanſe and heal them of all their 
ſpiritual maladies, and to ſeal, and prepare them for 
eternal glory. 


And 
For a Clergyman who has thoroughly imbibed the princi- 4 
ples of Arianiſm, (as is confidently ſaid to be the cale with too many i 
in the preſent evil day) to receive the emoluments ariſing from the _— 


Church of England, as his juſtly merited reward, for teaching and 
inſtructing to the utmoſt of his power, the people committed to 
his charge, in the pious and wholeſome DoQrines of the ſame, is, 
in our opinion, a maſter-piece of hypocriſy, and ſerves to prove 
the deſperate wickedneſs of the human heart, and the awful ſitua- 
tion We are in at the preſent alarming moment. 

In ſuch caſe, let a man come nobly forward and reſign, whatever 
his preferment may be, or otherwile, let him bluſh at. the conſide- 
ration of his baſe and unworthy conduct, and prepare himſelf to 
give account of his behaviour at the awful bar of Jehovah. Such 
perfidious ſons of the church are no great credit to their wor- 

| . THY mother, On the contrary, they are ungrateful enough, while 

N they eat of her Bread, and ſumptuoully feed at her table, to lift up 

their heel againſt her. Wretched children! 2 
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Y | S An Article, whereby the true Church of Chriſt inevitably 
ands or falls. | | 


+ Whoever deſires to gain ſome information reſpecting the 
leading Doctrines of the Romiſh Church, mult read the Twelve laſt 
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And laſtly, let us never forget to inform them of the 
readineſs; and great willingneſs of God to ſave fin- 
ners, even the vileſt of the human race, in this his own 
appointed way; that there is joy in the preſence of the 
Angels of God, over one ſinner that repenteth, thereby 

; | | guarding 
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_ articles of the Creed of Pape Pius IV. dated at Rome, in the year 

of our Lord 1564, together with ſome expreſſions uſed by TreTzzL 
and his aſſociates, reſpecting the ineſtimable privilege of Indulgen- 
ces, a little before the Reformation, which are as follow: 


XIII. I Moſt firmly admit and embrace apoſtolical, and eccleſiaſ- 
tical traditions, and all other obſervations and conſtitutions. of the 
one catholic and apoſtolic church. | | 

XIV. I do admit the Holy Scriptures in the ſame ſenſe that holy 
mother church doth, whoſe buſineſs it is to judge of the true ſenſe 
and interpretation of them; and I will interpret them according 
to the unanimous conſent of the fathers. | 
XV. I do profels and believe that there are ſeven ſacraments of 
the new law, truly and properly ſo called inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, and neceſſary to the ſal vation of ef though not 
all of them to every one, viz. baptiſm, confirmation, euchariſt, 
penance, extreme unction, orders, and marriage, and they that do 
confer grace: and that of thele baptiſim, confirmation, and orders, 
3 ay not be repeated without ſacrilege. I do alſo receive and ad- 
mit the received and approved rites of the Catholic church in her 
ſolemn adminiſtration of the aboveſaid ſacraments, 

XVI. I do embrace and receive all and every thing that have 
been defined and declared by the holy council of Trent concerning 
original fin, and juſtificaton, wy 

XVII. I do alſo profeſs, that in the maſs there is offered unto 
God a true, proper, and propitiatory ſacrifice for the quick and 
the dead; and that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the euchariſt 
there is truly, really, and ſubſtantially , the body and blood, to- 


gether with the ſoul and divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and 


that there is converſion made of the whole ſubſtance of the bread 
into the body, and of the whole ſubſtance ' of the wine into the 


blood; which converſion the Catholic church calls TRANSUBTAN-= ; 


TLATION, | 
XVIII, I confeſs that under one kind only, whole and entire, 
Chriſt and a true ſacrament is taken and received, 


XIX. I do firmly believe that there is a Purgatory; and that the 
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arding our hearers from every ſhadow of deſpair, 
and let us ſee that our lives be anſwerable thereto. 
Alas! ſhall it be ſaid, and that too by the ungodly, that 
ſuch a Clergyman is a man gluttonous, a wine-bibber, 
an intimate companion of publicans and fanmers !— 
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ſouls kept priſoners there, do receive help by the ſuffrages of the 
faithful. 

XX. I do likewiſe believe that the ſaints, reigning together with 
Chriſt, are to be worſhipped and prayed unto; and that they do 
offer prayers unto God tor us and that the reliques are to be had 
in veneration. 

XXI. I do moſt firmly aſſert that the images of Chriſt, and of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, the mother of God, and of other ſaints, ought to be 
had and retained: and that due honour and veneration ought to be 
given to them f. £ 

XXII. I do affirm that the power of induſgencies was left by 
Chriſt in the church, and that the uſe of them is very beneficial to 
Chriſtian people. 

XXIII. I do acknowledge the Holy Catholic and Apoſtolic 
Roman church to be the mother and miſtreſs of all churches, and I 
do promiſe and ſwear true obedience to the gene. = of Rome, the 


ſuceſſor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, and the Vicar of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 0 


= 


XXIV. Ido undoubtedly receive and profeſs all other things: 


which have been delivered, defined and declared by the ſacred 


canons and ecumenical councils, and eſpecially by the holy ſynod 
of Trent; and all things contrary thereunto and all hereſies con- 
demned, rejected, and anathematized by the church, I do likewiſe 


condemn reject, and anathematize. 


+ The Papiſts, by a moſt unparallelled blaſphemy, have joined 
the Virgin Mary with Chriſt in the work of our redemption, and 
ſome of them have been ſo impiouſly bold, as to parallell the virtue 
of her milk with the efficacy of Chriſt's blood. Tillotſon's S. 228. 


See alſo Terze:'s expreſſions reſpecting indulgences,—< If 


any man purchale Letters of Indulgence, his ſoul may reſt ſecure 
with reſpeR& to its ſalvation, The ſouls confined in Purgatory, for 
whoſe Redemption Indulgences are purchaſed, as ſoon as the money 
tinkles in the cheſt, inſtantly eſcape from that place of torment, 
and aſcend into Heaven ;=—that the efficacy of Indulgences was 
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That ſuch a one is a Miſer, an exceſſive lover of filthy 
lucre, a man greedy of ſordid gain And that a third 
is a gambler, a continual card-player, a debauchee. 
O tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 


Aſkelon but ſtop, we will quit this part of our ſub- 
Jett. | 
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ſo great, that the moit heinous fins, even if one ſhould viclate 


(which was impaſſible) the Mother of God, would be remitted and 


expiated by them, and the perſon be treed both from puniſhment 
and giült.— — For Twelve-pence you may redeem the ſoul of your 
Father out of Purgatory.” This is in very deed marvellous. 
This is far beyond what one could ever have ſuppoſed the, heart 
of Man capable of, were it not above all things deceitful, and del- 
perately wicked. O curled luſt of Gold, to what unheard of enor- 
mities doſt thou puſh on the human race! 


Let us here alſo {ubjoin the following circumſtances which may 
ſerve to throw ſome light on the doctrine of IxnyartiBiiity, fo 
poſitively claimed by the Church of Rome, together with a ſpeci- 
men of Popiſh prayers to the Saints. There are many capital errors 
(fays a certain Writer) into which ſeveral Popes and Councils have 
fallen, and not a few of the Popes havs iſſued contradiftary deci- 
ons and decrees; one Pope condemning what his predeceſſor 
had approved; one Council rejedting the Decrees of another 
Council. Pope Innocent III. reverſed a decree of Pope John I. as 
did John XXIII. reverſg a decree of Nicholas I. Gregory I. de- 
cided in oppoſition to Pelagius II.— Leo VIII. in oppoſition to 
Adrian III. —and Nicholas I. in oppoſition to Zacharias. The 
Council of Conſtance and Pope Gelzfius II. iſlued oppoſite deci- 
ſions, as did the Council of Trent and Gregory III. &c. In 
two General Councils where Popes preſided and concurred, Viz. 
the Councils of Baſil and Conſtance, the ſuperiority of a Coun- 
cil above the Pope was declared, and yet by two other Councils, 
and theſe headed by Popes concurring. with them, Viz. that of 
Florence, andthe laſt Lateran Council, the ſuperiority of the Pope 
above a General Council was determined. Pretty work! here 1s 
Infallibility with a witneſs ! O ye papilts how is it that ye will thus 
abandon your Reaſon, and ſuffer yourſelves to be ſo ſhamefully 
deluded? obs 85 

Now then for a ſpecimen of popiſh Prayers. —A prayer to St. 

Agnes. O Agnes, woman of the Lamb, do thou enlighten us 
within, deſtroy the roots of ſm. O excellent Lady after the gtie- 
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What then, ſay you, would you adviſe us in ſuch a 
fituation, and in circumſtances ſuch as theſe to do. And 
Co you really with for our advice, our dear hearers, 
as your ſervant for Chrift's fake in this matter? O that 
you would hearkcn unto it, that you would receive it, 
and for evet abide by it. : 

| Our 
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vances of this world, do thou tranſlate us to the ſociety of the 
bleſſed.“ Capital indeed ! this is ſo completely-ridiculous, that 
it is even laughable, But the upſhot of all'is the effects of the 


above Doctrines, which from the beginning have been thoſe of 
wounds, of blood, and of flaughrer, the Papiſts having unznimouſ- 


ly agreed to exterminate Proteſtants, ſo far as their power has per- 
mitted them, from off the whole earth. Witneſs the following 
particulars.— In the year 1209, they publiſhed a cruſade. againſt 
the Albigenſes and Waldenſes, and deſtroyed near 70,000, without 
diſtinction of either age or ſex, in the city of Beziers only, beſides, 
thouſands in the country. On the 24 of Auguſt 1572, at Paris 
were maſlacred in the dead of the, night, not leſs than 25,000 
Huguenots, For this horrid and execrable action, Pope Gregory 
XIII. ordered a publick Thankſgiving, and ſent a Legate to 
Charles IX. to intreat him to continue it. During the reign of 
Queen Mary, many Britiſh Proteſtants were cruelly put to death. 
And on the 23 of October 1641, about 100,000 Proteſtznts were 
cither burnt, or buried alive, hanged, drowned, or ript open, &c. 
by Papiſts in Ireland. Be not ſurpriſed O Reader, at this, for the 
Canon Law determines * that the perſon who doth not abjure his 
hereſy, and immediately return to the orthodox Faith, ſhall be 
given up to the ſecular judge, to receive the proper puniſhment 
of his crime.” The feurth Council of Lateran alſo decreed, that 
Catholics who ſhould take up the Croſs, gird up their Loins, and 


be active in exterminating heretics, ſnould enjoy the fame pri- 
vileges as perſons going to the relief of the Holy Land. — And the 


Council of Toledo ſays, we the holy Council, promulge this ſen- 
tence or decree pleaſing to God, that whoſoever hereafter ſhall 
ſucceed to the Kingdom, ſhall not mount the 'Throne, till he 
has ſwern, among other oaths, to permit no man to live in his 
kingdom who is not a Catholic.—And if, after he has taken the 
reins of government, he ſhall violate this promiſe, let him be 
ANATHEMA MARANATHA, in the fight of the eternal Gad, and 
become fuel for eternal fire.—And' Bellarmine ſays, “ if it were 


poſlible to roet out heretics, for without doubt they are to be de- 
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Our advice to you then is this, to fear God; to walk 


in his holy ways, and to give praiſe and glory to his 


ſacred name. Fear not him, ſays our Lord chat can 


kill the body, and after that hath no more that he can 


do; but I will forewarn you whom to fear; fear him, 
who not only can kill the body, and after that is able 
to caſt both ſoul and body into Hell: I ſay unto you 
fear him. Yes fear him and then you ſhall be ſafe; ſafe 
if not in this World, yet ſhall you be ſure to be ſafe in 
the World to come. When the wicked man turneth 


away from his wickedneſs, that he hath committed and 
doeth thatwhichis lawful and right, he ſhall fave his foul 
alive.” To do thatwhich is lawfuland right 1s to repent 


of fin, to fear God, to love him, and to adore his holy 
name, for his abundant mercies beſtowed upon us. It is 
to be pure in heart, and holy in all manner of converſa- 
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ſtroyed root and branch.“ O rare Chriſtians! perſiſt in your pious 
work, which is that of butchering and flaughtering all that differ 
from you in opinion, and no doubt, Jeſus Chriſt will, at the great 
day of God, abundantly reward you. Remember the holy com- 
mand delivered to St. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, and Vicar of 
Jeſus Chriſt, © Ariſe Peter ſlay and eat.“ | 

It muſt not be ſaid, as the writeralluded to obſerves, that Popery 
is changed. 'The Church of Rome muſt abandon her pretence 
to. Infallibility, before her advocates can be allowed ſuch a plea. 
Beſides her principles and her practice of late years, declare 
the contrary. 
taire tells us alſo, that even ſince the year 1745, no leſs than EIGHT 
Proteſtant Miniſters had been hanged, for no other crime than 
that of their Religion. God be merciful to us! if ſuch are the 
principles of the Church of Rome, and ſuch their conſequences, 
does it not behove every Clergyman, in conjunttion with all Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters of every denomination, to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours to retard the Progreſs of them in this kingdom, and eſpeci- 
ally at a time like this, when attempts ſo ſerious are on foot, and 
no artifice left untried, to remove every reſtraint from the Catholics, 
and allow them full liberty to propagate their horrid, wicked, ridi- 
ulous, and perſecuting principles, every where, and in every 
place,—O TEMTORA, O Mortss! OL 


Witneſs the conduct of Louis XIV. Vol- 
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tion; to practice the ſacred precepts of juſtice, to love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God. | 
This is the duty, the indiſſpenſible duty of all men, 
and to further promote this, ought to be the conſtant 
endeavour of all the miniſters of the goſpel. This is 
what Jehovah requires at the hands of all his creatures, 
and for want of this, it is that his Almighty arm is now 
ſo awfully uplifted to puniſh and afflict us. And ſucii 
' perſons as do not, or will not acknowledge this are 
ſunk into a ſtate of far greater ſtupidity than the brutes 
of the Earth. 5 | 
Let us then, in this hour of diſtreſs, ceaſe, for ever 
ceaſe, to add to the crying fins of the nation by curſing - 
| Miniſters of ſtate as the authors of all our calamities, 
| and conſider theſe ſore afflictions as brought upon us 
by the hand of Jehovah, purpoſely to chaſtiſe and hum- 
ble us, for our various, our grievous and multiplied crimes. 
But to return, whoever then defireth to do that 
whichis lawful and right, to fear God, to love him, 
5 and to walk in his holy ways, in order that he may be 
1 eternally ſaved, muſt now make haſte and turn to 
Chriſt and be ingrafted into him that he may receive 
ſpiritual ſtrength, from God his ſaviour. 

Let us then dwell a moment on this delightful ſubject 
the myſtical union ſubſiſting between Chrift and all 
true believers. All true believers in Chriſt, have put 
N on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a garment; they are knit 
together; they increaſe by him as a head, with the in- 
creaſe of God. He is their life. He is formed in their 
hearts. In him they are rooted as branches in the 

vine. Thrice happy are they then who are thus jointd 
to Chrift, and found in him, not having their own 
righteouſneſs. Such as are called by his name; they 
are partakers of his fulneſs, apd in all their afflictions, 


he is afflicted. You treat ill and abuſe one of theſe 
Va | | little 
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little ones, Chriſt immediately exclaims why perſecu- 
teſt thou me? But when you clothe his naked, and 
feed his hungry members, he eſteems it as done to him- 
ſelf, When the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, 
and all the holy Angels with him then ſhall he ſit up- 
on the throne of his glory - And before him ſhall be 
gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one 
from another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 
the goats.—And he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his right hand 
but the goats on the left. Then ſhall the King ſay to 
them on his right hand, come ye bleſſed of my Father: 
for Iwas an hungered and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty 
and ye gave me drink; I was a ſtranger and ye took me 
in; naked and ye clothed me; I was ſick and ye viſited 
me; I was in priſon and ye came unto me.—Inaſmnch 
as ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me. Such are the excellent 
_ of the Earth, they are the ſalt of the Earth, and the 
light of the World. 


Let each of our hearers then be taught to look to the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, however he may be ſet at nought 
by the numerous followers of Socinus in the preſent evil 
day. | 

i: it ſtill be ſaid, what ſhall we find in Chriſt? The 
anſwer is, all that you want; all that you can poſſibly 
wiſh, for it hath pleaſed the Father that in Chrift ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell. Becauſe you are by nature guilty, 
and have a burden of fin on your Souls, Chriſt is the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the fin of the World. 
This ſpotleſs Lamb of God has ſhed his blood for ſin- 
ners, and endured that whole load of vengeance which 
they have deſerved. In this amazing manner has he 
obtained their pardon, not of ſome only, but of all 
fins.—He blotteth out tranſgreſſions as a cloud. Be- 
cauſe you are weak, Chriſt has the reſidue, and the 
1 — | fulneſs 
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fuineſ: of the Spirit; the ſeven Spirits of God are be- 
fore h 5 throne; and the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in all his facred operations, and with all his celeſtial 
graces is to you, and to your children and is all chat 
are afar off, even as any as the Lord, our Gd, Hall 
be pleaſed in his infinite mercy to call. G 
Cbriſt then is the ſinner's help, his light, his ife 11:5 
ſtrength and his falvation. Believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and you ſhall be ſaved.—Believe in the Lord 


Jeſus Carift and you ſhall receive pewer from on high 


to create your Soul anew; to form your teraper and 
ſpirit after the model of the Goſpel; to make you 
pure in heart, to enable youto walk as h himlelt walk- 
ed upon Earth, and thus to qualify and prepare you 
for eternal Glory. 

Here then is grace ſufficient for you in Chriſt, ſo 
that you need not ſiſten a moment to the ſullen voice 
of Satan, who would tempt you to deſpair. The Doc- 
rines which we preach, are not the doctrines of deſpair 
but quite the reverſe. Whatever then hinders you 
Chriſt removes ; whatever you want Chriſt beſtows. 

Whoever then he is that accepts of Chriſt freely and 
unreſervedly, as his ovly Lord and Saviour, ſhall ſave 
his Soul alive.— Fe all be ſaved win an everlaiting 
Salvation. He fhai! rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus here upon 
Earth, and ſhall enter inio the joy ot his Lord hereafter. 
When the earth is burned up, he ſhall ſee it —When 
the Heavens paſs away he ſhall bebold it. When all 
natute ſinks into diſſolutiou he thall enjoy the ruin. 
For ſure as Shakeſpeare obſerves in language the moſt 
ſublime and awful.— 

The cloud capt Towers, the gorgeous Palaces, 
The ſolemn Temples, the great Globe itlelf, 

Yea all which it inhabit ſhall diſolve, 

And like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 


Leave not a wreck behind. Still 
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Still the true believer in Chriſt, at that dread mo- 


ment ſhall leave a diſſolving world, to poſſeſs a king- 
dom in Heaven! to wear a crown of Righteouſneſs, 


and to be forever with, and for ever jike, his glorious 


and bleſſed Lord. Happy then is each individual 


perſon, who has believed in Jeſus, with the faith that 
is the operation of God; happy would it be for man- 


kind in general, and for the inhabitants of this King- 


dom in particurlar, were they to accept of Chriſt 
as their only Saviour and cordially to embrace the 
faith of the Goſpel. Then wars and frightful rumours 
diviſions, animoſities, and tumults would cealc ; the 
earth alſo would bring forth her increaſe, and God, 


even our own God, would give us his bleſſings. Then 


drinking, & gaming, lying and defrauding, {lander and 
filthy converſation, pride and diſſipation, would be 
done for ever away, and nothing amongſt mankind 
ſhould we behold but love, peace, harmony, friendſhip 
and good-will. When this happy event ſhall take place 
then the Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leo- 
pard ſhall lie down with the K1d, and the Calf and the 
young Lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
mall lead them. But this is not yet the ſtate of the 
cafe, and before this defirable event ſhall take place, 
great troubles we have reaſon to fear will come on the 
earth; yea on every part, it may be, of the whole 
Terraqueous Globe. 1 

But again, how little then is Death, the great king 
of terrors, to be dreaded by a believer, ſince it will 


convoy his ſoul to inconceivable joys, to endleſs bliſs. 


Attend then a moment, O ye pious and penitent ſouls, 
to a few conſiderations ſuggeſted to our minds. — The 
time is ſwiftly advancing when you ſhall ſhuffle off the 
clog of mortality, and with holy confidence commit 
your duſt to the ſilent grave, till the ſhrill * 
a 
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in a little time, wor © exatdn to Vain, to diſee? * 
= decay. A few more days and ye {hall be complete. : 
delivered from the reproaches of an unkind world; 

4 0 the abuſtve treatment of the wicked, and from the 
ſnares, ſtratagems, and crafty plots of the Devil ; when 
Death arrives, who is to the Godly, a meſlenger of 
peace, a final period will be put to all inquietude of 
mind: fin ſhall no more trouble you, your trials ſhall 
be o'er, your doubts ſhall ceaſe, and you ſhall enjoy 
the full poſſeſſion of every good forever. 

Suffer then, we intreat you, the word of exhortation : 


As ye have Need the Lord jeſus Chriſt, ſo walk ye 
in him; being rooted, and grounded, and built up in 


him.—Put off the old man with his deeds, and put on 
the new man, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and be renewed 
in the ſpirit of your minds.—Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Lay aſide every 
weight, and fight the good fight of Faith.—See the 
prize in view !—Eternal glories are juſt before you, and 
in a little time will meet your eager embrace.—Be 
ſtedfaſt, then, unmoveable, by any "ina of falſe and 


erroneous doftrine, or the violence of ſore temptation, 


always abounding in the work of the Lord, and your 


labour ſhall not Ke in vain in the Lord. 


But what ſhall we ſay to ſuch of you, as are living 
in a courſe of lin, and are as yet ſtrangers to Chriſt, and 


to his grace. This will we ſay, — Be not deceived, God 


is not mocked. —He is angry with the wicked every 
day, and will at laſt conſume them in his wrath, if the 
repent not. Whatſover then a man ſoweth that {ſhall 
he alſo reap; he that ſoweth to the fleſh, thall of the 
fleſh reap corruption, 


Shall 
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BS theſe bodies then occupied in wicked or! 
euuted with luſts, the moſt im pure and blthy, 
admitted into the ſweet regions of purity and 
goodneſs? Not lo, for God will at the Iaſt, at the great 
day of account, render to every man according to his 
works; To them who by patient continua se in well 
doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
eternal Life. To all ſuch, God, the great G. d of Kt : 
ven and earth, the ſupreme Ruler of the univerſe will 
give eternal life. Zut untg them that arc contentivas, 
quarrelſome, and do not obey the truth, but obey u 


righteouſneſs, and liveinunrightcous b. atices, indigna- 

ion and wrath.—Tribulation and ang 287 uf every 
ſoui'of man that doeth evil ; of the Jew Mc: allo 
of the Gentile. —But glory, Wy 10ur, and peac & eve- 


ry m. an that worketh good, to the Jew firit, and alſo to 

the'Gentile.—-For there is no _relpect of perſons with 

God; — For as many as have finn-d without the Law, 

ſhall alſo periſh without the 2 law, and as many as ve 

fined in the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law, 
Shall theſe members then ever be the inſtruments of 

a heavenly ſpirit in the work of Paradiſe, that have never 

been the inſtruments of righteouſneſs and of goodneſs, 

While here upon earth. Shall tleſe ears ever liſten to 

the celeſtial muſic of Saints and Angels, that have never 

lillened to the ſweet ſound of the Goſpel, but were en- 
FINS terfpaned with the ſong of drunk».ds; the loud unthink- 
18 laugh, and the impure jet ? Shall theſe tongues 
I ever join the ſeraphic ſongs of Heaven that have been : 
= far oftener employed in ichen and blaſphemy, | 
= rhe ſullen language of Hel, than in Prayer and praile ? 
5 Spc theſe feet ever walk the ſplendid pavement of the 

ew. Jeruſalem: that holy city of God. which have 
pech accuſtomed only to walk in the foul and unhal- 
lowed paths of fin? —Tlus is altogether ablurd to ſup- 
pole, | 85 Let 


of all dach as forget God, and . in their fin B 3 
Mall indeed be turned into Hell, there to 1 1 
torments for ever and ever. O the agonizing pas 
ſuch unhappy ſouls muſt ſuffer! There the worm 
dieth not and the fire of vengeance is not quenched. 
There they drink of the wine of Jehovah' s wrath, 
poured out without mixture, into the fiery cup of his 
indignation. There they are tormented with fire and 
brimſtone. and never know a moment's reſt night nor 
day. T here the ſmoke of their torrents aſcends up for 
ever and ever. There they writhe and toſs, rage and 
blaſpheme, vcing filled with woe and horrid diſpair. 
There darkneſs ſurrounds them, the flames of Hell 
kindle upon them, cruel Devils torment them, the 
worm of ee conſumes their vitals, and ads 
of vengeance pour in upon them on every hand. O the 
horror of ſuch a ſtate ; who can divell with everlaſting 
burnings! who can endure the great Jehovah's wrath 
when once it is kindled! Let, then, hardened and [ 
impenitent finners take warning in time. Now then | 
O finner, repent and be converted in this , day of 
y grace.—-Fly to the arms of mercy in Chriſt, and 
lay hold of the words of eternal life. God calls thee 
now by our voice; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt calls thee by 
his blood; the toly Spirit calls thee by his ſweet ye 
powerful operations on thy heart. Still, then w ilt thou 
refuſe and rebe! While God continues to reign upon 
a throne of grace, che worſt of ſinners, the vileſt of the 
human race, upon repentance, and faith in our Cruci- 
ſied Redeemer, may be pardoned, juſtiſied, renewed, 
born again of che ſpirit of God, wathed, purged from 
their old ſins, and put in poſſeſſion of all the glorious 
ineſtimable privileges of the Goſpel. 

Theſe offers of, mercy will however thortly end; 

| they 


Sa nd when Death ſhifts the ſcene, and that 
DL WE a littlc, lictle time. | | 
eee ciude, the doRtrines then which we conſtant- 


loft condition by nature; our acceptance before God 

the Father, thro' Jeſus Chriit alone; and the neceſſity 
of the Holy Spirit's ſacred influence, to purify and 
renew us, to ſeal and prepare us to eternal Glory. 
Theſe we firmly believe to be the genuine doctrines of 
the Goſpel, of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and 
certain we are, they are the doctrines of the Church of 
England, as eftabliſhed by Law. 


Biſhop and Clergyman, of the eſtabliſhed Church eſpe- 
cially, to preach theſe Doctrines to their people, and 
to ſpend their precious hours in teaching and inſt ruct- 
ing them in the true ways of God, and of Salvation. 
They are the Lord's Watchmen, appointed to give 
the people warning from his mouth. They are the 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, ſent to tranſact the treaty of 

eace between God and ſinners. They are the ſtewards 
of the myſteries and the deep things of God, ordained 
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to make their people wile to Salvation, and to diſpenſe 


| among them the bread and the waters of life. 

, Such then was the conſtant buſineſs of Chriſt while 
here upon earth. He went about continually preach- 
1 ing the Goſpel and doing good. The Apoltles alſo 
5 walked in the ſame footſteps with their divine Lord 
and Maſter. They conſidered themſelves as the 
miniſters of Chriſt, and as the guardians of that holy 
religion he came to teach. 


SF 


the Miniſtry of the Word. They went about warn- 
ing the unruly, inſtructing the ignorant, comforting 


the feeble minded, and ſupporting the weak ;and for the 
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elect's 
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TW” YI! upon, every where, and in every place, are our 


It is then aſſuredly the indiſpenſible duty of every 


Hence they determined after their divine Maſter's. 
example, to give themſelves wholly to Prayer, and to 


ö Hos i BEA —— — ——— nas, 


C3913 * 3 
elect's ſake, they endured all things. They _— 


all things to all men, that by any means t 
ſave ſome; proving themſelves the Miniſters ONES 
in labours abundant, in ftripes above meaſure; i #4 
ſons frequent ; in deaths oft. By pureneſs, by know- 
ledge, by the word of Truth; by faith unfeigned, by 
the Holy Spirit, by the armour of righteouſneſs on the 
right hand and on the left.—In wearineſs, and pain- 
fulneſs; in watchings often, in hunger and thirſt; in 
faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs, befides thoſe 
things that cams upon the Apoſtle daily, the care 
of all the Churches. Who is weak, ſays he, and IJ am 
not weak? who is olfended and I burn not? 

Happy then will it be for each of us, at Chriſt's 
ſecond coming, if we be found ſo doing. Happy alſo 
will it be for each of our Hearers who ſhall receive the 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, at our hands, and walk 
ſteadily along in the good way, of the Lord, bringing 
forth, in the whole courſe of their lives, the bleſſed 
fruit of all good works, —Even fo, Lord Jeſus, Amen, 
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